Theme 3 – Fluency Passages
Each story in HM Reading has a purple Reading Fluency box with a suggested passage for rereading.  

What I have done here is type each fluency passage out without punctuation and, where appropriate, without capitalization.

The recommended procedure would be as follows:

· Make overhead and distribute copies of fluency passage.  Passages in the beginning are relatively short, but increase in length as the year progresses.

· For the first passage of the year, you would show students what it would sound like if you read the passage as is.  (no pauses…you might even exaggerate gasping for air by the end of the passage).  Explain to students that punctuation is used to make text sound more natural, like a conversation.  But also, to make text comfortable for a reader to read aloud.
· Allow the class to try reading the passage without punctuation…they love it!

· Secondly, as a class, work on putting the correct punctuation in the passage. Students should mark their copies as you model on overhead.  This is a great way of getting in a little more purposeful writing mechanics instruction in!
· Reread, the passage chorally with the punctuation.

· Finally, use phrasing cues to help students with subtle pauses or inflections in the passage by marking one slash ( / ) for a short pause….and two slashes ( // ) for longer pauses.  Students should mark their copies as well.

· Students will use this final copy to practice rereading from for the week or longer, depending on your judgment.  Teacher can listen/test students on the passage as a culminating activity.
Here is what a passage might look like as you go through this process:

1. Original Paragraph
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2. Edit for punctuation…and put in phrasing cues.
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Theme 3, Chinatown (pg. 251)

On Saturdays I take lessons at the kung fu school Master Leung teaches us a new move each week to develop your mind says Master Leung you must practice every day
Theme 3, A Trip to the Firehouse (pg.284)

The fire truck needs to be clean too and since it’s such a nice day today the children are invited to help they soap it up and rinse it off

Everyone has fun Spot has fun too playing ball with one of the firefighters

Theme 3, Big Bushy Mustache

(pgs. 322-323)
The next morning Ricky got out of bed slowly he dressed slowly he combed his hair slowly at breakfast he chewed his cereal slowly he raised his eyes slowly when his father came into the kitchen

Buenos dias he greeted Ricky then Ricky’s mother came into the kitchen Mi’jo I have a surprise for you she said

Theme 3, Jamaica Louise James

(pg. 356)


At last it’s the morning of Grammy’s birthday Mama and I get up early we get all layered and sneak outside Mama holds my hand I am scared but also VERY EXCITED



We swoosh along in our boots in the dark in the snow at 86th and Main we go down and down fifty-six steep steps
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Theme 1, Dragon Gets By (pgs. 28-31)





I know what I will do said Dragon I will push my car home so Dragon pushed his car down the hill the car began to roll faster and faster and faster and faster








Theme 1, Dragon Gets By (pgs. 28-31)





“I know what I will do,” said Dragon.  “I will push my car home.” So Dragon pushed his car down the hill.  The car began to roll faster and faster… and faster… and faster.








