Theme 4 – Fluency Passages
Each story in HM Reading has a purple Reading Fluency box with a suggested passage for rereading.  

What I have done here is type each fluency passage out without punctuation and, where appropriate, without capitalization.

The recommended procedure would be as follows:

· Make overhead and distribute copies of fluency passage.  Passages in the beginning are relatively short, but increase in length as the year progresses.

· For the first passage of the year, you would show students what it would sound like if you read the passage as is.  (no pauses…you might even exaggerate gasping for air by the end of the passage).  Explain to students that punctuation is used to make text sound more natural, like a conversation.  But also, to make text comfortable for a reader to read aloud.
· Allow the class to try reading the passage without punctuation…they love it!

· Secondly, as a class, work on putting the correct punctuation in the passage. Students should mark their copies as you model on overhead.  This is a great way of getting in a little more purposeful writing mechanics instruction in!
· Reread, the passage chorally with the punctuation.

· Finally, use phrasing cues to help students with subtle pauses or inflections in the passage by marking one slash ( / ) for a short pause….and two slashes ( // ) for longer pauses.  Students should mark their copies as well.

· Students will use this final copy to practice rereading from for the week or longer, depending on your judgment.  Teacher can listen/test students on the passage as a culminating activity.
Here is what a passage might look like as you go through this process:

1. Original Paragraph
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2. Edit for punctuation…and put in phrasing cues.
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Theme 4, Officer Buckle (TE. pg 49)

the next morning a pile of letters arrived at the police station

every letter had a drawing of the accident


officer Buckle was shocked


at the bottom of the pile was a note written on a paper star


officer Buckle smiled


the note said


Gloria missed you yesterday






your friend






Claire


P.S. don’t worry I was wearing my helmet (safety tip #7)


gloria gave Officer Buckle a big kiss on the nose  officer Buckle gave Gloria a nice pat on the back  then Officer Buckle thought of his best safety tip yet…

Theme 4, Ant (pg.80-81)

a lot of little ants working together can beat one big black beetle  when it comes to teamwork ants are experts
Can you pick up your mother and carry her over your head  you could if you were an ant  ants are very strong  they can carry things that weigh a lot more than they do  it takes only two ants to lift this fat caterpillar

Theme 4, The Great Ball Game
(pg. 104)
suddenly a small dark shape flew onto the field and stole the ball from Crane just as he was about to reach the poles  it was Bat  he darted from side to side across the field for he did not need light to find his way  none of the Birds could catch him or block him
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Theme 1, Dragon Gets By (pgs. 28-31)





I know what I will do said Dragon I will push my car home so Dragon pushed his car down the hill the car began to roll faster and faster and faster and faster








Theme 1, Dragon Gets By (pgs. 28-31)





“I know what I will do,” said Dragon.  “I will push my car home.” So Dragon pushed his car down the hill.  The car began to roll faster and faster… and faster… and faster.








